him he looked perfectly normal.  Even those who professed to believe he was
too sick to set jacks refrained from offering to take his place at the job.
Lloyd White, Lewis and Cecil Blevins, Tom White and Bud Kilbourne, all of
whom carefully observed Bryant, thought he was not too sick to set jacks
that day. Bryant said he would prove he was sick because he was going to the
doctor immediately, even offered to take them with him, and would return with
a doctor's slip excusing him from work. Although Bryant returned to the mine
on the following Monday, he did not produce a slip from the doctor attesting
to his condition.  Lloyd White testified that if Bryant had brought in a
medical excuse on Monday March 10, justifying his refusal of Friday, March 7
he would not have discharged Bryant.  It was the consensus of management
that Bryant was "faking" his illness to avoid an onerous work assignment.

In a statement which I find revaallng as to his true motivation,
Bryant repeatedly said he did not want ,to set jacks because he was "a
classified repairman and I just didn't feel like setting those jacks."
This refrain when considered together with Bryant rs statement that the only
time he tried to set jacks he suffered a "fright" over the personal danger
Involved disclosed a phobia about the job that was possibly disqualifying
but which Bryant obviously did not wish to demonstrate to his employer or
his peers. 24/ To cloak his mental reservations, Bryant took the position

247 Bryant's fear of setting jacks was revealed in the following colloquies:

Judge Kennedy: Well, why wouldn't you be able to set jacks in the
condition you were in?

Bryant: Well, on account of the breathing problem I had, and my stomach
was bothering me, and also Mr. Morgan, like I said, removed me from
jack setting one time and told me personally It was dangerous and, you
know, he Inflicted a fright upon me on this, you know.

1407406record shows that Bryant was twice ordered to set jacks by Cecil
